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BEFORE THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
OFFI CE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHI NGTQON, D. C.

Application of
CONTI NENTAL M CRONESI A, | NC. Docket OST-96-1199

for anmendnent of frequency allocation
( Honol ul u- Tokyo)

ANSVER OF NORTHWEST Al RLI NES, | NC.
AND MOTI ON FOR LEAVE TO FILE ONE DAY LATE

Northwest Airlines, Inc. ("Northwest") hereby subnmits this
Answer to the Application of Continental Mcronesia, Inc. ("cMI")
filed on March 28, 1996, wherein cMI requests inmmedi ate
elimnation of the present limtation on the frequencies cMI may
operate between Honol ulu and Tokyo, or, in the alternative, an
i ncrease of seven additional weekly frequencies.' For the
reasons set forth below, cMI's Application should be
di sm ssed.

CMI's Application is extrabilateral since the authority
sought is not available to cmI under the U S.-Japan Gvil Ar
Transport Agreenent of 1952 and the existing Menoranda of
Under st andi ng between the United States and Japan. |t is the

Departnent's | ongstanding policy to dismss extrabilateral route

! Nort hwest hereby respectfully requests |eave to file
this Answer one day late. Due to an inadvertent mscal cul ation
of the due date, Northwest's Answer was not tinely filed.
Acceptance of this Answer will provide the Departnment with a nore
infornmed record on which to assess cMIt's Application,



applications where bilateral negotiations are necessary before
the proposed operations may be inplemented.* |Indeed, in 1989
when the Departnment was faced with circunstances simlar to those
here, it dismssed applications by both United Air Lines, Inc

and American Airlines, Inc. for extrabilateral authority to serve
Chi cago- Tokyo, concluding that the grant of such applications
"would be inconsistent with the current aviation reginme and would
underm ne our negotiation objectives." Applications of United

and Anerican, Oder 89-4-6, April 4, 1989, p. 2.

VWHEREFORE, in accordance with well-established Departnment

policy and precedent with respect to the treatnent of

2 See e.q., Applications of Continental Airlines, et al.,
Order 93-6-6, June 11, 1993, pp. 6-7 (citing the Departnent's
*'|ongstanding practice" to "refrain from making extrabilatera
route awards, save where we have reason to expect the foreign
government to permt the operation on an extrabilateral basis");
U.S. - Vancouver Application, Order 87-8-52, August 24, 1987, p. 2
("where [imted entry routes not provided for in the bilateral
are at issue, it is our general Policy not to award U.S. carriers
new route rights unless we have first obtained those rights from
the foreign government involved@®; TWA Exenption Dismssal, Oder
85-9-1, September 1, 1985, p. 3 ("our general policy on limited-
entry routes not provided for in bilateral aviation agreenents is
to ne?otiate new route rights in advance of awardi ng new
certificate authority"); American Airlines, Chicaso-London
Dismssal, Oder 85-4-44, April 9, 1985, p. 4 ("we believe this
approach -- {.e., negotiate route rights tirst and then conduct a
proceeding to select a carrier for the route -- is a sensible
policy.").




applications for extrabilateral authority, the above-referenced

Application of cM1I should be dism ssed.

Respectful ly submtted,

My L sy

Megan Rae Poldy °

Associ at e General Counsel
NORTHWEST Al RLI NES, | NC.

901 15th Street, N. W, Suite 310
Washi ngton, D.C. 20005

(202) 842-3193

April 15, 1996
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